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How to submit your tax return online by walking 

through the most commonly filled out mytax 

sections

This will just be a simple guide on how to lodge your tax 

return from 2024-25. Your situation may be different.

If you need more specific information, please book in a free 

session at the ANU Tax Clinic 

For a paper form, click the link for more information, and 

contact the ATO.

https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Your-tax-return/How-to-lodge-your-tax-return/Lodge-a-paper-tax-return/
https://www.ato.gov.au/About-ATO/Contact-us/


I have not filled out my prior year tax returns. 

What do I do?

• You should lodge a tax return for every year.

• There are many reasons why you do need to lodge a tax return, and 
only if you do not satisfy the conditions for not needing to lodge, 
should you submit a non-lodgement advice.  One condition, which is 
often overlooked, is if a client is in business (ie. working under an 
ABN).  In this case, no matter how little income is earned, or it could 
even be a loss – a tax return must be lodged.

• If you are unsure if you need to lodge a tax return for this year, 
please Google ‘QC21505’ as it guides you through this process.



I have not filled out my prior year tax returns. 

What do I do?

When you have logged into your tax account through MyGov – go 

to ’Tax’, ’Lodgements’, and ‘Non-lodgement advice’.

Source:

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/home.aspx 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/home.aspx
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/home.aspx


I have not filled out my prior year tax 

returns. What do I do?

Choose the years you wish 

to submit a non-lodgement 

advice.

Once selected, tick the 

declaration box and press 

submit. No further action 

is required.

Source:https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.

gov.au/hydro.aspx?spa=NonLodgmentAdvi

ceV2 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/h

ydro.aspx?spa=NonLodgmentAdviceV2 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/hydro.aspx?spa=NonLodgmentAdviceV2
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/hydro.aspx?spa=NonLodgmentAdviceV2
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/hydro.aspx?spa=NonLodgmentAdviceV2
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/hydro.aspx?spa=NonLodgmentAdviceV2
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/hydro.aspx?spa=NonLodgmentAdviceV2


How to lodge your tax return

Click prepare

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/home.aspx 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/home.aspx
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/home.aspx


Walkthrough – page 1

First page should just be 

updating your contact details. 

These contact details contain 

your phone, email, residential 

address, and postal address.

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#contactdetails

 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#contactdetails
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#contactdetails
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#contactdetails


Walkthrough – page 2

The second page concerns your 

financial institution / bank 

provider. If you are eligible for a 

tax refund then this refund will 

be deposited into this bank 

account.

The bank account has to be an 

Australian bank account.

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#bankdetails

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#bankdetails
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#bankdetails
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#bankdetails
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#bankdetails


Walkthrough – page 3 Personalising 

your tax return

Personalising your tax return is 

situational and wholly dependent on 

your circumstances. Because this is 

just a simple guide, we are only 

going through the most commonly 

filled out sections.

We are going to assume you are an 

Australian resident between 1 July 

2024 to 30 June 2025.  There is a link 

for more information.

We are also going to assume you are 

single. If you have a partner or 

spouse, you will have to declare their 

income in addition to yours in page 4 

’Prepare return’.
Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/My

Tax2024#personalise

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise


If you earn a salary or wage from 

work, this box should be ticked.

If you receive Australian Government 

payments, this box should be ticked.

If you have money in a bank 

account/term deposit that is receiving 

interest, this box should be ticked.

If you should be receiving dividend 

income, and this box should be ticked.

If you have noticed that some boxes have not been ticked and they should have 

been ticked – you should manually tick them yourself. 

If you have received foreign income, capital gains, rental income or scholarship 

monies and are uncertain about where to place them in your return – please 

book an appointment with us.

These should automatically be 

prefilled for you if they apply to you

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#personalise

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise


If you are a sole trader / have an ABN you 

should be ticking this section.

We will not be going through this section in 

this walkthrough. If you require some 

assistance, please make an appointment with 

us.

Unsure if your business has PSI or business 

income? You can Google ‘QC 47696’, click the 

first option, go to ‘Next steps’, then click 

‘Personal Services income tool’.

When you tick that you have earned salaries and wages (such as page 11) then 

the deductions box should be automatically ticked. If not, you can tick them 

anyway if you have deductions you want to submit. Again, we will only be going 

through the most common deductions categories.

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#personalise

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise


We have ticked the most commonly filled out sections – click ‘Next’ to 

prepare your return.

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#personalise

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#personalise


Walkthrough - page 4. filling out your personalised return.

Part 1: income

On this page, information should be pre-

filled in multiple sections. Not all 

information will be pre-filled, so we 

manually fill out each section. To start, 

press ‘Add/Edit’ starting with Income 

statements and payment summaries.

The next slide will provide an example of 

what a pre-filled return may look like.

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/

MyTax2024#taxreturn

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#taxreturn
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#taxreturn
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#taxreturn
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#taxreturn


Pre-filed information may 

look like this.

If you find any information 

incorrect or want to review 

the details, press ‘Add/Edit’ 

in the relevant section.

The following slides will go 

through how to fill in the 

information shown in the 

picture one by one.



When filling out your 

income, most of this 

should already be prefilled 

for you if you are working 

under an employer. 

This is because the ATO 

has made single touch 

payroll (STP) mandatory 

for all employers – which 

means that all business 

activity containing 

employees is reported 

online to the ATO.

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTa

x2024#paymentsummariesroot

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot


Salary/wages

If this section is not filled, your employer should 

have provided you with a PAYG payment 

summary, which can be in paper copy or by 

email. This PAYG payment summary contains all 

the relevant details to fill out the salary/wages 

section

If you are unsure of your company’s ABN, it will 

be contained in the PAYG summary, or you can 

use ABN Lookup in the hyperlink provided (make 

sure there are no spaces when filling out your 

ABN)

If you have a reportable employer 

superannuation contribution via salary sacrifice, 

it will be shown here.

In this example, no further information was filled 

in.

Search for your occupation, it will provide 

dropdown options.

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#paymentsummariesroot

https://abr.business.gov.au/
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot


Australian government payments

The benefit description would 

be, for example, ‘Youth 

Allowance’. 

Place the money you earned 

in ‘taxable amount’.

This area should generally be 

pre-filled

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#paymentsum

mariesroot

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot


Leave these sections if they are not applicable to you, 

and press ‘Save and Continue’.

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#paymentsummariesroot

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#paymentsummariesroot
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Interest

The answer may vary if you 

have a joint account with 

your spouse.

You should fill in your bank 

account number here.

After filling out the interest 

section, press ’Save’, then 

’Save and continue’.

All of these should already 

be prefilled. If not, it is best 

to review your bank 

statements and calculate 

how much you have earned 

in interest. 

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/

MyTax2024#interest

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#interest
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#interest
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#interest
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#interest
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#interest


Dividends If you have invested money into a 

company, then it is likely you are 

receiving dividend income.

The most ideal method of filling this 

section out (if it is not pre-filled) is to 

attain a dividend or distribution 

statement from your company.  This 

should be given through mail or 

email. 

The dividend payment summary 

would contain information with a 

format similar to MyTax.

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#taxreturn

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#dividends
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#taxreturn
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#taxreturn
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#taxreturn


Walkthrough part 2: deductions
For the most common deductions, 

we will work through working from 

home expenses, motor vehicles 

expenses, travel expenses, self-

education expenses, laundry 

expenses, and donations.

It is important to know – should all 

your deductions exceed $300 when 

added together, you are required to 

keep substantiation of them either 

in the form of receipts, bank 

statements or diary entries 

(depending on what the ATO 

stipulates). Some less than $300 

deductions require substantiation 

as well. Keep the documentation 

for 5 years.
Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTa

x2024#deductions

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions


Work-related car expenses
If you incurred travel expenses 

in the course of performing 

your work duties, you can claim 

them as a deduction here. 

However, you cannot claim a 

deduction for normal trips to 

and from the home and 

workplace.

Cents per km method:  

Automatically calculated at 88c 

by the number of kilometres 

travelled for a business purpose 

for the 2024-25 tax year.

Logbook method: can deductions such as registration, petrol, and insurance, as long 

as you kept a record of these expenses and travel logbook.  Total decline in value in the 

logbook method can be calculated using the ATO depreciation tool.

For simplicity, we will be choosing the cents per km method for this guide.
Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#deductions

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions


Work-related travel expenses
• Work-related travel expenses may 

include accommodation, or meal 

expenses, or other incidentals you incur 

while you are away for work. It may also 

include parking fees if you are in an 

unfamiliar place that you are required to 

be for work.

• You can also deduct travel expenses 

through a vehicle that is not a car here, 

such as motorcycles, public transport, air 

travel, and taxi fares.

• If your employer reimburses you for 

these expenses, you cannot claim a 

deduction for these.

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#deductions

• You may claim expenses on trip related to 

work if it is between two separated places of 

employment. Between your normal workplace 

to a not regular workplace while you are on 

duty.

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions


You may claim expenses on 

trips between your home and 

your workplace if

• You must carry bulky 

items that are essential to 

perform your work duties 

and could not leave at 

your workplace, or

• Your home was a base of 

employment, or

•  You have shifting places 

of employment.

Work-related travel expenses
To claim meal, accommodation 

and incidental expenses 

incurred when you travelled 

away overnight for work, you 

must:

• Have been required to travel 

to perform your work.

• Only be sway for a relatively 

short period of time.

• Not have incurred the 

expense because of a 

choice you made about 

where to live.

• Have a permanent home at 

a location way from the 

work-related travel location.

If your employer provided a 

car for you or your relative’s 

exclusive use, for both work 

and non-work purpose:

• Cannot claim a deduction 

even if the expenses 

related directly to your 

work, such as petrol, 

repairs and other 

maintenance.

• Can claim expenses for a 

work-related use of the car 

such as parking, bridge 

and road tolls.



Work-related clothing, laundry and dry-cleaning 

expense
You can claim a deduction for expenses on 

occupation-specific clothing, protective clothing and 

compulsory work uniform 

Compulsory work uniform – work clothing has a 

logo then it would seen by the ATO as compulsory 

uniform. If you have non-compulsory work uniform 

that can only be deductible if your employer has 

registered the design with AusIndustry. If you are 

unsure – ask your employer.

Any cleaning expense of these clothes mentioned 

above will be deductible.

ATO consider that a reasonable basis for working 

out your laundry claim is:

• $1 per load if it only contains work clothing from 

one of the categories above

• 50c per load if you mix personal items of 

clothing with work clothing from one of the 

categories above.

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#deductions

If your laundry claim is over $150, and your overall work-related 

expense is over $300, then you must provide written evidence to 

substantiate your claims. 

You need to be able to show how you came up with the total of your 

laundry expense claim. This isn't an automatic deduction.

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions


Self-education expense
Suppose you have paid tuition for Government-recognised classes, 

bought textbooks, and other expenses, and have a sufficient 

connection to your work. In that case, you can claim a deduction if 

they have a sufficient connection to your current income-earning 

source.

Have sufficient connection if it satisfies one of the following:

• maintains or improves the specific skills or knowledge you 

require in your employment activities

• results in, or is likely to result in, an increase in your income 

from your employment activities.

You cannot claim that self-education if satisfies one of the following

• Only relates in a general way to your employment activities at 

that time of your employment, or you are not employed. (i.e., 

insufficient connection)

• Only enables you to get new employment or change employment 

– such as moving from employment as a nurse to a doctor.

• You can't claim a deduction for voluntary or compulsory 

repayments of the FEE-HELP loan or VET Student Loan (formerly 

known as VET-FEE HELP).

• If your only source of income is Youth Allowance, or Abstudy, or 

your study is funded by a tax-free scholarship, then no self-

education expenses will be deductibl.

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov

.au/Individual/MyTax2024#deductions

If you wish to calculate your self-

education expenses, please 

Google ‘QC 17744’.

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions


Other work-related expenses working 

from home
Your working home 

expenses (using the fixed 

rate method, or actual cost 

method) is contained in here. 

Unsure about which method 

to choose? The ANU Tax 

Clinic has a presentation 

dedicated to working from 

home expenses!

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#deductions

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions


Other work-related expenses
Suppose you have purchased something for a 

work-related purpose (e.g. laptop, phone, tools).

Work purpose: You should deduct the expense on 

the item for the percentage used for a business 

purpose.

When to use depreciation: If the total amount 

claimed is $300 or less, you can deduct its full 

amount. If the asset costs over $300, you can 

claim a deduction for the cost over the asset's 

effective life. The ATO has a depreciation and 

capital allowance tool for assistance. Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individu

al/MyTax2024#deductions

A set cannot be deducted as individual items: To claim the immediate deduction, the asset 

must NOT be part of a set of assets you start to hold during the income year where the total 

cost is more than $300. For example, suppose you have tools in a toolset and the set costs 

over $300. You cannot deduct individual tools but must claim a deduction for the cost over the 

toolset's effective life.

https://www.ato.gov.au/calculators-and-tools/depreciation-and-capital-allowances-tool
https://www.ato.gov.au/calculators-and-tools/depreciation-and-capital-allowances-tool
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions


Donations

Source: 

https://abr.business.gov.au/ABN/View?abn=

91130793725

To claim a deduction for donations, the place you are 

donating to has to be registered as an Australian Deductible 

Gift Recipient (DGR). You can check whether your receipt 

advised that the donation is tax deductible or not. If the 

receipt does not mention deductibility, you may search the 

charity's ABN to confirm whether it is a DGR.

You can only claim a donation deduction over $2 and keep 

the receipts if the deduction exceeds $10.

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#deductio

ns

You may choose to spread your deduction over 

up to five years if your gift is one of the 

following after filling in the deduction forms:

• money of $2 or more

• property we value at more than $5,000

• property under the Cultural Gifts Program

• a heritage gift.

https://abr.business.gov.au/ABN/View/91130793725
https://abr.business.gov.au/ABN/View?abn=91130793725
https://abr.business.gov.au/ABN/View?abn=91130793725
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions


After you have 

entered all your 

deductions. Click 

‘Save’, and then ‘Save 

and continue’.

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax

2024#deductions

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#deductions


Income Tests
ATO will work out your eligibility for a 

number of tax offsets and benefits 

based on your information filled in the 

income test section.

This section is NOT included in this MyTax-walk through 

example, but might be relevant to you if satisfy one of the 

following conditions during the tax year:

• Your reportable fringe benefits are greater than $3,773 or 

more.

• You have reportable employer superannuation 

contributions are additional to the compulsory 

contributions your employer must make.

• You receive a tax-free government pension or benefit that 

is listed in the Special circumstances and glossary 

section.

• You receive target foreign incomes that has neither been 

included in your taxable income, nor received in the form 

of a fringe benefit.

• Your deductions relating to your managed investment 

schemes exceed your income from those investments 

(i.e., made a net loss).

• You made a net loss from any rental property you owned.

• You paid amounts or provide benefits to another person 

for the maintenance of your natural or adopted child.

• For more information about income tests, click the link .

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#incometest

https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/your-tax-return/instructions-to-complete-your-tax-return/mytax-instructions/2025/other-mytax-instructions-including-spouse-details-and-income-tests/income-tests
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#incometest
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#incometest
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#incometest


Medicare and private health insurance

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2024#health

Usually, a Medicare levy of 2% is automatically applied 

to your taxable income, unless you satisfy one of the 

following conditions:

(1) Low-income earners exemption: You do not have to 

pay the Medicare levy if either 
• Your taxable income is equal to or less than the lower threshold of 

$27,222 link or 

• Your family income is equal to or less than the family income 

threshold of $45,907 link 

• Note:  The lower threshold and upper threshold is $43,020 

and $53,775, if you are entitled to the seniors and pensioners tax 

offset.

(2) Reduction:  Your Medicare levy will be reduced if either
• Your taxable income is above the lower threshold of $27,222 and 

at or below the upper threshold $34,027, or

• Your family income is above the lower family income threshold of 

$45,907 and at or below an upper threshold $57,383​.

•  Note:  The lower threshold and upper threshold for family is 

$59,886 and $74,857, if you are entitled to the seniors and 

pensioners tax offset.

(3) Medicare levy exemption:  You are 

exempted or half exempt from Medicare 

levy for the whole or part of the tax year if 

you satisfy one of the following:
• Category 1 – You had one of the 

Category 1 medical conditions.

• Category 2 – If you were a foreign resident for tax 

purposes.

• Category 3 - Not entitled to Medicare benefits 

and all your dependants (including your 

spouse) were also in a Medicare levy 

exemption category for that period.

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#health
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#health
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#health
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#health
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/medicare-and-private-health-insurance/medicare-levy/medicare-levy-reduction/medicare-levy-reduction-for-low-income-earners
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/medicare-and-private-health-insurance/medicare-levy/medicare-levy-reduction/medicare-levy-reduction-family-income
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy/Medicare-levy-exemption/Medical-exemption-from-Medicare-levy/?=redirected_myTax23MedicareCat1
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy/Medicare-levy-exemption/Medical-exemption-from-Medicare-levy/?=redirected_myTax23MedicareCat1
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy/Medicare-levy-exemption/Foreign-residents-Medicare-levy-exemption/?=redirected_myTax23MedicareCat2
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy/Medicare-levy-exemption/Foreign-residents-Medicare-levy-exemption/?=redirected_myTax23MedicareCat2
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy/Medicare-levy-exemption/Not-entitled-to-Medicare-benefits/?=redirected_myTax23MedicareCat3
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy/Medicare-levy-exemption/Not-entitled-to-Medicare-benefits/?=redirected_myTax23MedicareCat3


Continue from the last slide Medicare exemption 

Category 3, temporary residents may satisfy this 

category, but usually must get a Medicare 

Entitlement Statement  through Services Australia 

that states the dates they’re not liable. This 

application usually takes 6-8 weeks. 

You have to pay Medicare Levy Surcharge (MLS) if 

your income is above the base tier shown in the 

table, and you, your spouse and your dependent 

children do not have an appropriate level of private 

patient hospital cover.

The Medicare levy surcharge (MLS) rate is levied 

on:

• your taxable income

• total reportable fringe benefits, and

• any amount on which family trust distribution tax 

has been paid.

Medicare and private health insurance

Source: 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individu

al/MyTax2024#health

https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/medicare-entitlement-statement
https://www.servicesaustralia.gov.au/medicare-entitlement-statement
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy-surcharge/Medicare-levy-surcharge-income,-thresholds-and-rates/
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy-surcharge/paying-the-medicare-levy-surcharge/appropriate-level-of-private-patient-hospital-cover/
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy-surcharge/paying-the-medicare-levy-surcharge/appropriate-level-of-private-patient-hospital-cover/
https://www.ato.gov.au/Individuals/Medicare-and-private-health-insurance/Medicare-levy-surcharge/medicare-levy-surcharge-Income,-thresholds-and-rates/
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#health
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#health
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#health
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#health
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#health


Private health insurance

Medicare/Private health insurance details should be automatically pre-filled – especially for the 

codes you are required to fill for private health insurance.  Your private health insurance should 

have provided you with a statement that shows all of this data. If you are still unsure, please 

book an appointment with us.

Once done, press ‘Save and continue’.

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#health 

Answer the question “if you and all 

your dependants covered by an 

appropriate level of private patient 

hospital cover from 01/07/2024 to 

30/06/2025” based on your situation. 

In this example, we selected “No”.

• For singles, an appropriate level 

of cover must have an excess of 

$750 or less. Couples or families 

must have an excess of $1,500 

or less.link 

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#health
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#health
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals-and-families/medicare-and-private-health-insurance/medicare-levy-surcharge/paying-the-medicare-levy-surcharge/appropriate-level-of-private-patient-hospital-cover?utm_source=chatgpt.com


Conclusion

Source: https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#taxreturn

Select ‘prepared myself’, ‘and ‘Yes’.

Click ‘Calculate’

Tick the declaration box

And Lodge

And you are done!

https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Tax/MyTax/MyTax2020Home.aspx#taxreturn
https://onlineservicessimulator.ato.gov.au/Individual/MyTax2023#taxreturn


Things to note (MISCELLANEOUS)

The ATO can start to add penalties and interest on your tax 

returns if they are not lodged by the due date (generally not 

non-lodgement advice forms). So, it is in your best interest 

to lodge your tax return on time. 

Please seek a financial adviser before combining or closing 

off any superannuation accounts because there may be 

impacts on associated insurance your super may contain.



Useful links

General guide for your tax return

• Individuals tax return and instructions 2025

• In a specific industry or profession? Search for your 

occupation and see what others have utilised in their tax 

return.

• Occupation and industry specific guides

https://www.ato.gov.au/forms-and-instructions/individual-tax-return-2025-instructions
https://www.ato.gov.au/forms-and-instructions/individual-tax-return-2025-instructions
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/income-deductions-offsets-and-records/occupation-and-industry-specific-guides/
https://www.ato.gov.au/individuals/income-deductions-offsets-and-records/occupation-and-industry-specific-guides/


Book a Free Consultation
For eligibility criteria and bookings, 

visit

»» rsa.anu.edu.au/anu-tax-clinic

For any enquiries contact us at

»» taxclinic@anu.edu.au

Or call us on

»» 02 6125 4853
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